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e Summary

action of over-dependence of the Qatari

y on hydrocarbons. On the other hand, the EU's

blue economy has created jobs and has contributed
significantly to its GDP.

e Various research has indicated that marine pollution in
Qatar has adverse consequences on marine biodiversity
and the COVID-19 pandemic has further accelerated
this problem due to the increased usage of face masks.
Additionally, statistics have revealed that there is great
potential for Qatar in developing its blue economy as a
means to diversify its economy and achieve self-
sufficiency in fish stocks.

e This policy brief recommends the signing of an MoU
between Qatar and the EU to achieve the twin objective
of protecting the marine ecosystem and achieve
economic diversification. By exchanging technology
and know-hows, jointly increasing investments to
develop the blue economy, and engaging in bilateral
trade of the output from the blue economy, Qatar and
the EU can fulfill their common interests.
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Introduction

1eath its enviable
et by environmental

s. Because of its rapid urbanization and
economic development, Qatar is vulnerable to coastal
pollution from marine debris.
Also, Qatar's reliance on Liquified Natural Gas
(LNG) makes up the majority of country exports,
which indicates a problem of overdependence on one
source of income. In order to ensure a sustainable
future, there is a need for diversifying the economy as
envision in Qatar National Vision 2030.
The launch of the Integrated Maritime Policy for the O
European Union (EU) in 2007 serves as an important
factor that stimulates consolidation of coastal and o
marine activities, with the aim of building a o
sustainable blue-economy in Europe. EU has seen
significant improvement in their blue sector, since the
implementation of this policy. Taking these common
interests shared by Qatar and the EU, this policy brief
recommends the signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) between Qatar and the EU to
collectively drive the shift towards a blue economy.




Qatar and its Coasts

nent of micro-plastic pollution in
rabian Peninsula.
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Recommendation

ocean.

Qatar and the EU can engage in bilateral

trade of the output from the ocean economy to
spur the growth of a sustainable blue economy
thereby combining the interests of Qatar National
Vision 2030 and the Integrated Maritime Policy of
the EU.

With the Integrated Maritime Policy of the EU
showing promising results on its coastal waters, Qatar
has the advantage to adapt and understand the
strategies adopted in the plan. Qatar's commitment to
a sustainable future, evident in its Vision 2030 plan
and EU's commitment to helping build blue economy
in areas around the world, perfectly aligns the plans of
both the nations to jointly shape the Persian Gulf's
first sustainable blue sector.

Conclusion
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