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Once passing the comprehensive exam, each student begins formulating his or her dissertation committee. The Dissertation Committee consists of a minimum of four members. The chair of the Dissertation Committee must be from the major field. At least one member of the committee must be from the research field and one member of the committee must be from outside the major field. With the approval of the ADRG, one of the four members may be an external recognized scholar. Working with the dissertation chair, the student selects and defines a topic in which he or she will significantly show the contribution to the advancement of the body of knowledge. The student then makes a formal Dissertation Proposal to the dissertation committee for approval. Once the dissertation committee approves the student’s topic, he or she enters the Candidacy phase. The dissertation must be completed within four years of the comprehensive examination.

