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3:30-6:00, CED 203

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

Together We Shape the Future through Excellence in Teaching, Scholarship, and Leadership.

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION UNIT LEARNING OUTCOMES (Checked if addressed in this course)

Teaching
1. Content: Demonstrate a deep and thorough understanding of the key theories and concepts of the subject matter.

2. Pedagogy: Ensure effective planning for instruction and the use of multiple learning and pedagogical content strategies to maximize student learning and promote critical thinking.
3. Technology: Evaluate and use current and emerging technologies in instructionally powerful ways and to assist in the management of educational environment.
4. Diversity: Respond to every student’s uniqueness and foster successful learning experiences by meeting individual differences.
Scholarship
5. Scholarly Inquiry: Understand the tools and methods of inquiry and use data-driven decision making to maximize teaching and learning.
6. Problem Solving: Gather, analyze, and plan a sequence of steps to achieve learning objectives: process a variety of factors in identifying solutions and making sound, well-informed decisions.

Leadership
7. Ethical Values: Apply professional ethics in all educational contexts and have enduring respect for self-confidence in teaching as a profession.

8. Initiative: Demonstrate the qualities of effective leadership to plan with vision and reason, collaborate with all stakeholders, and communicate effectively in interpersonal and public contexts.
Course Description 

This course explores the nature and causes of reading disabilities, and investigates general and specific principles and approaches to diagnosis and correctional intervention. The student will conduct assessment and intervention and submit actual case studies using both group and individual tests in diagnosis and correction.

Course objectives

1. Describe the similarities and differences of individuals with and without disabilities and across different disabilities in the area of literacy

2. Use multiple measures of data gathering, including adapted and modified evaluation methods, to determine the strengths and needs of students with disabilities in the area of literacy

3. Design individualized education program plans, considering a range of educational placement options and required levels of support in the least restrictive environment, to address the literacy needs of students with disabilities

4. Adapt and modify curriculum and design evidence-based instruction aligned with Qatari national standards to meet individual learner needs in the area of literacy

5. Apply knowledge of comprehensive scientifically-based reading instruction including phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary development, and reading comprehension

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. Describe how reading difficulties manifest themselves across individuals with and without disabilities and across different disabilities

2. Assemble a portfolio of resources for meeting the needs of students with reading difficulties in both Arabic and English
3. Describe evaluation methods to assess different types and aspects of reading difficulties

4. Use at least three methods to assess a student with reading difficulties

5. Design individualized education program plan goals and objectives to address the needs of a student with reading difficulties

6. Align lessons to address reading difficulties with Qatari national standards in reading

7. Instruct for a student with reading difficulties using evidence-based practices

8. Evaluate the effects of your instruction for a student with reading difficulties

Person First Language

All educators must practice the person-first language that places a focus on the person rather than his/her disability. In your oral and written communication, students in this program are expected to be role model and practice it.

Use of Blackboard: Students must visit the course site on Blackboard to view periodical announcements, posted course materials, grade book, and discussion board activities.

COURSE MATRIX

	Unit Learning Outcomes
	QNPS
	Course Objectives
	Course Learning Outcomes
	Assessment (Tasks/Artifacts)

	Content
	4
	1, 5
	1, 2, 3
	Reflective essay, examination of on-line resourcs

	Diversity
	7
	3, 4
	6, 7
	Case study, reflective essay

	Problem Solving
	8
	2
	4, 5, 7, 8
	Case study


COURSE SCHEDULE
	Week
	Topics
	Readings

	1

Sept. 16
	Introduction
Overview of reading disorders
	Pullen & Cash, 2011

	2

Sept. 23
	Reading disabilities in Arabic
	Elbeheri, Everatt, Reid, & Al-Mannai, 2006

Elbeheri & Everatt, 2006

	3

Sept. 30
	Reading instruction for individuals with significant cognitive disabilities

Literacy in adolescents and young adults
	Browder, Wakeman, Spooner, Ahlgrim-Delzell, & Algozzine, 2006

Ch. 32

	4

Oct. 7
	Word recognition difficulties
	Ch. 20

	5

Oct. 14
	Comprehension difficulties
	Ch. 23

	6

Oct. 21
	Writing and spelling difficulties

ON-LINE RESOURCES EXAMINATION ASSIGNMENT DUE
	Ch. 26, 29

	Oct. 28
	NO CLASS
	

	7

Nov. 4
	Word recognition and comprehension assessments
	Ch. 21, 24

	8

Nov. 11
	Writing and spelling assessments
	Ch. 27, 30

	9

Nov. 18
	Teaching word reading and reading comprehension
	Ch. 22

	10

Nov. 25
	Teaching reading comprehension
	Ch. 25

	11

Dec. 2
	Teaching spelling
	Ch. 31

	12

Dec. 9
	Biliteracy
	Ch. 12

	13

Dec. 16
	Family literacy
	Ch. 8

	14

Dec.23
	CASE STUDY DUE
	

	EXAM WEEK
	REFLECTIVE ESSAY DUE
	


NOTE: The schedule may be adjusted at times in order to accommodate possible participation by Dr. Charles Haynes and Dr. Gad Elbeheri either via videoconferencing or in Qatar.
assignments/assessments

1. Examination of on-line resources. In this assignment, you will identify and exam two web sites that provide information about and resources in the area of literacy disabilities, one addressing such conditions in reading English, the other for reading Arabic. Your paper will include descriptions of what you find and examinations of their quality.

2. Case study. During the semester, you will observe literacy instruction and then work with a student who has difficulties with reading. The information collected during such observations and your efforts will provide material with which we will work in class to develop your skills in: identifying literacy difficulties, determining assessment procedures to collect additional information, developing goals and objectives to address particular needs, planning instructional approaches, and collecting evidence about the effectiveness of teaching efforts. For this assignment, you will submit what you have developed and used in each of these areas for your student.
3. Reflective essay. The purpose of this assignment is, at the conclusion of the course, to reflect upon what has been learned about literacy disabilities in English and Arabic, what you have observed in schools in Qatar, and what you developed in your case study. For example, to what extent is there congruence between what you have learned about such conditions, their assessment, and remediation and what you observed in schools? What areas are strong? What areas need strengthening, and what might be ways to do this? Also, you will reflect on how what they have learned in the course and the resources they now have will inform your future work as a leader in special education.
Course Grading System

Examination of on-line resources



20 points

Case study






50 points

Reflective essay






30 points

A
90% to 100%

B+
85% to < 90%

B
80% to < 85%

C+
75% to < 80%

C
70% to < 75%

D+
65% to < 70%

D
60% to < 65%

F
less than 60%
Textbook

Stone, C. A., Silliman, E. R., Ehren, B. J., & Apel, K. (Eds.). (2005). Handbook of language and literacy: Development and disorders. New York: Guilford.

ADDITIONAL READINGS
Browder, D. M., Wakeman, S. Y., Spooner, F., Ahlgrim-Delzell, L., & Algozzine, B.  (2006). Research on reading instruction for individuals with significant cognitive disabilities. Exceptional Children, 72, 392-408.
Elbeheri, G., & Everatt, J. (2007). Literacy ability and phonological processing skills among dyslexic and non-dyslexic speakers of Arabic. Reading and Writing: An Interdisciplinary Journal, 20, 273-294.
Elbeheri, G., Everatt, J., Reid, G., & al Mannai, H. (2006). Dyslexia assessment in Arabic. Journal of Research in Special Educational Needs, 6, 143-152.

Pullen, P. C., & Cash, D. B. (2011). Reading. In J. M. Kauffman & D. P. Hallahan, (Eds.), Handbook of special education (pp. 409-421). New York: Routledge.

SPECIAL NEEDS

In accordance with Law No 2 of the year 2004, and Article 49 in the Constitution of Qatar: "Education is the right of all.", and "the State shall extend efforts to achieve fair and appropriate access in education for all".  Qatar University seeks to ensure fair and appropriate access to programs, services, facilities, and activities for students with special needs. Any student who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact the instructor privately to discuss your specific needs. Please contact the Office for Disability Services to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities. 

Special Needs Section
Student Activities building
Men’s Campus: 44033854, Fax: 44838925; Women’s Campus: 44033843, Fax:  44839802; Email: specialneeds@qu.edu.qa; Office hours: 7:30 AM – 2:30 PM 

STUDENT COMPLAINTS POLICY

 

Students at Qatar University have the right to pursue complaints related to faculty, staff, and other students.  The nature of the complaints may be either academic or non-academic.  For more information about the policy and processes related to this policy, you may refer to the students’ handbook.

ACADEMIC HONESTY

Qatar University is an academic community actively engaged in scholarly pursuits. As members of this community, students are expected to recognize and honor standards of academic and intellectual integrity.  The College of Education supports the ideals of scholarship and fairness by rejecting all dishonest work when it is submitted for academic credit. Qatar University encourages students to be responsible and accountable for their decisions and actions.  Any attempt by students to present the work of others as their own or to pass an examination by improper means is regarded as a most serious offense and renders those students who do so liable to disciplinary action.  Assisting another student in any such dishonesty, or knowing of this dishonesty and not reporting it, is also considered a grave breach of honesty.  Academic dishonesty and plagiarism are described on page 37 in the Qatar University Student Handbook.  

LEARNING SUPPORT

Qatar University operates Learning Support Centers on each campus to provide services to students to supplement their in-class instruction and ability to meet course requirements. These services include tutoring, acquiring efficient learning skills and strategies, academic and learning assessment (in conjunction with the Counseling Center), and writing labs and workshops. Information about the Learning Center may be found at http://www.qu.edu.qa/students/services/slsc/
Appendix

Qatar National Professional Standards for Teachers

students in effective learning

1. Structure innovative and flexible learning experiences for individuals and groups of students.

2. Use teaching strategies and resources to engage students in effective learning.

3. Foster language literacy and numeracy development.

4. Create safe, supportive, and challenging learning environments.

5. Construct learning experiences that connect with the world beyond school.

6. Apply information and communication technology in managing student learning.

7. Assess and report on student learning.

8. Apply knowledge of students and how they learn to support student learning and development.
9. Apply teaching/subject area knowledge to support student learning.

10.  Work as a member of professional teams.

11. Build partnerships with families and the community.

12. Reflect on, evaluate, and improve professional practice.
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